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NICHE - International Students - Admission Regulations

CHAPTER 1: SHORT TITLE, COMMENCEMENT AND APPLICATION

1.1 Short Title

These Regulations shall be called “Regulations for Admission and Academic Governance
of International Students of Noorul Islam Centre for Higher Education (NICHE) .

1.2 Commencement
These Regulations shall come into force from the academic year 20222023 on wards.

1.3 Application
(a) These Regulations shall apply to all categories of International Students seeking
admission to any Undergraduate, Postgraduate or Research (Ph.D.) programme offered by
NICHE.
(b) In case of any conflict between these Regulations and any directive issued by the
University Grants Commission (UGC), Government of India, or any other statutory body,

the latter shall prevail and these Regulations shall be deemed to have been modified
accordingly.
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CHAPTER 2: DEFINITIONS

2.1 International Student

International Student means a student who holds a valid foreign passport and is not a citizen
of India.

2.2 Categories of International Students
Unless otherwise specified, the term International Student includes, but is not limited to:

a) Foreign Nationals — persons holding foreign passports and coming to study in India;

b) Persons of Indian Origin (P10) / Overseas Citizens of India (OCI), as may be notified
by the Government of India;

c) Non-Resident Indians (NRI) where specifically covered by separate fee/seat categories
notified by NICHE;

d) Students nominated or sponsored under cultural exchange programmes, bilateral
agreements, inter-governmental MoUs, or through agencies, subject to applicable
Government of India norms.

2.3 Supernumerary Seats

Supernumerary Seats means additional seats created exclusively for International Students,
over and above the total sanctioned intake of a programme, as per UGC guidelines.

2.4 Office for International Relations (OIR)

OIR means the designated Office/Cell at NICHE entrusted with all matters relating to
admission, registration, welfare, record maintenance and liaison for International Students.
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CHAPTER 3: SUPERNUMERARY SEATS AND INTAKE

3.1 Creation of Supernumerary Seats

NICHE may create up to twenty-five per cent (25%) supernumerary seats over and above the
approved intake in each Undergraduate and Postgraduate programme exclusively for
International Students, in accordance with UGC Guidelines for Admission and Supernumerary
Seats of International Students.

3.2 Exclusion of Exchange and MoU Students

Students admitted under formal Exchange Programmes, Cultural Exchange Fellowships, or
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) between NICHE and foreign institutions/governments
shall not be counted within the above 25% supernumerary seats.

3.3 Exclusivity of Supernumerary Seats

a) Supernumerary seats shall be exclusively earmarked for International Students and
shall not, under any circumstances, be converted to general or domestic student seats.

b) Seats remaining vacant in the supernumerary category shall lapse for that academic
year and shall not be transferred to any other category.

3.4 Programme-wise Distribution

The number of supernumerary seats to be offered to International Students in each programme
shall be decided every academic year by NICHE, considering:

i. availability of qualified faculty;

ii.  adequacy of classroom and laboratory infrastructure;
iii.  hostel and welfare facilities; and
iv.  relevant regulatory body norms.
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CHAPTER 4: ELIGIBILITY AND EQUIVALENCE

4.1 Academic Eligibility

An International Student shall be eligible for admission to a programme at NICHE if he/she
pOSSesses:

a) qualifications recognized as equivalent to the prescribed entry qualification of that
programme by the Association of Indian Universities (AlU), UGC, concerned statutory
councils, or NICHE Equivalence Committee; and

b) satisfies any additional programme-specific eligibility criteria notified by NICHE.

4.2 Equivalence Determination

a) The qualification on which eligibility is being claimed must be from an institution
included in the list of the Association of Indian Universities (AlU), New Delhi — 110002

b) In case the institution / university / board is not included in the AlU list, the candidate
shall be required to obtain and submit an Equivalence Certificate from the Association
of Indian Universities. If the candidate fails to produce the same, NICHE may conduct
its own equivalence evaluation through the duly constituted Equivalence/Screening
Committee of the University, and the decision of the Committee shall be final.

4.3 Age Requirements

NICHE may prescribe minimum/maximum age limits for specific programmes in line with
statutory norms; such conditions shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to International Students as
well.

4.4 Language Proficiency

a) The medium of instruction and examination at NICHE shall be English for all
programmes, except those specifically notified otherwise.

b) NICHE may require evidence of proficiency in English (such as IELTS/TOEFL or
equivalent) or may conduct an internal English language proficiency
assessment/interview before confirming admission.
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CHAPTER 5: CATEGORIES AND MODES OF ADMISSION

5.1 Categories of Admission

Subject to applicable Government of India norms, International Students may be admitted
under the following modes:
a) Cultural Exchange/ICCR or similar Government-sponsored schemes;
b) Bilateral/Multilateral MoUs between NICHE and foreign universities or agencies;
c) Self-financing foreign nationals applying directly to NICHE;
d) NRI/PIO/OCI categories, wherever specifically notified.

NICHE may adopt criteria such as academic merit, standardized foreign tests, English
proficiency, and/or online interviews for selection.

5.3 Admission Calendar
NICHE shall notify, on its website, the admission calendar for International Students, including

opening and closing dates for applications, to suitably align with both NICHE and foreign
academic calendars.
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NICHE - International Students - Admission Regulations

CHAPTER 6: APPLICATION AND ADMISSION PROCEDURE

6.1 Application Submission

a) Applications from International Students shall be submitted through the designated
online portal or prescribed application form of NICHE.

b) The application shall be submitted along with scanned copies of academic transcripts,
passport, proof of language proficiency (where applicable), and any other documents
specified by NICHE.

6.2 Document Verification
a) OIR shall verify the authenticity and completeness of the documents submitted.
b) NICHE reserves the right to demand original documents or notarized/attested copies at
any stage; failure to produce such documents shall result in cancellation of provisional
admission.

6.3 Provisional Admission Offer

a) If found eligible, the candidate shall be issued a Provisional Offer of Admission
containing programme details, fee payable, and conditions of admission.

b) The Offer Letter may be used by the candidate to apply for a Student Visa with the
Indian Mission in his/her country.

6.4 Confirmation of Admission
Admission shall be treated as final only upon:
i.  reporting in person at NICHE within the stipulated time;
ii.  submission and verification of original documents;
iii.  payment of all prescribed fees; and

iv.  production of valid Student Visa/Research Visa and compliance with FRRO
registration norms.
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NICHE - International Students - Admission Regulations

CHAPTER 7: VISA, FRRO REGISTRATION AND LEGAL COMPLIANCE

7.1 Visa Requirements

a) Only candidates entering India on a valid Visa (for UG/PG/Ph.D. Programme) shall be
eligible to pursue studies at NICHE.

b) Change of visa category after entering India shall be the sole responsibility of the
student and subject to Government of India rules.

7.2 FRRO Registration

a) Every International Student must register with the Foreigners Regional Registration
Office/Foreigners Registration Office (FRRO/FRQO) within the period prescribed by
law (normally within 14 days of arrival in India) and maintain valid residential permits
at all times.

7.3 Compliance and Reporting

a) International Students shall inform OIR of any change in passport details, address,
residency permit, or visa status immediately; OIR may report relevant changes to the
appropriate authorities where required by law.

b) Violation of visa, FRRO or security regulations may result in summary cancellation of
admission, reporting to authorities, and immediate departure from the campus.
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CHAPTER 8: FEE STRUCTURE, PAYMENT AND REFUND

8.1 Fee Prescription

a) NICHE shall prescribe a separate fee structure for International Students for each
programme.

b) Fees shall normally be expressed in US Dollars (USD) or equivalent convertible
currency; NICHE may provide the equivalent amount in Indian Rupees for operational
ease.

8.2 Mode and Schedule of Payment

a) Fees shall be payable in full at the time of registration or as per the schedule notified
by NICHE (annual/semester-wise).

b) Payment shall be made through approved banking channels (wire transfer, demand
draft, online payment gateway, etc.) in favour of the accounts specified by NICHE.

8.3 Fee Stability

The tuition fee notified at the time of admission shall, as far as practicable, remain unchanged
for the normal duration of the programme for that particular cohort of International Students,
unless otherwise mandated by statutory/regulatory changes.

8.4 Refund Policy

a) Refund of fees, if any, in case of withdrawal of admission or visa denial, shall be
governed by NICHE’s general fee refund rules, subject to applicable
UGC/AICTE/UGC guidelines.

b) No refund shall be admissible after the dates notified by NICHE for refund eligibility,
except under extraordinary circumstances approved by the competent authority.
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CHAPTER 9: ACADEMIC REGULATIONS AND EXAMINATIONS

9.1 Applicability of Academic Regulations

a) International Students shall be subject to the same academic regulations, curriculum
requirements, credit systems, examination rules, attendance norms, and promotion
criteria as applicable to other students of NICHE in the respective programmes.

b) Any programme-specific regulations shall apply equally to International Students.

9.2 Medium of Instruction and Assessment

a) The medium of instruction, examinations and official communication shall be English,
except in language-specific programmes.

b) NICHE may provide limited academic support in the form of remedial English classes,
orientation programmes, or bridge courses for International Students, wherever
feasible.

9.3 Attendance

a) International Students must meet the minimum attendance requirement as specified in
the relevant programme regulations (e.g., 75% of scheduled contact hours or as

prescribed by statutory bodies).
b) Failure to satisfy attendance requirements may lead to denial of permission to appear
for examinations, repetition of semester, or termination of registration.

9.4 Evaluation and Re-evaluation
International Students shall have access to the same systems of internal assessment, end-

semester evaluation, revaluation, grievance redressal in evaluation, and remedial measures that
are available to other students as per NICHE regulations.
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CHAPTER 10: HOSTEL AND CAMPUS LIFE

10.1 Accommodation

a) Subject to availability, NICHE shall endeavour to provide hostel accommodation or
assist in securing suitable accommodation for International Students.

b) International Students staying in NICHE hostels shall abide by the hostel rules and
regulations, timings, code of conduct, and safety instructions.

10.2 Orientation and Mentoring

a) OIR, in coordination with the respective Schools/Departments, shall organize
induction/orientation programmes to familiarize International Students with academic
systems, campus facilities, local culture and safety protocols.

b) Each International Student may be assigned an academic mentor/faculty advisor to
guide on academic progression and general issues.
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CHAPTER 11: DISCIPLINE, CODE OF CONDUCT AND GRIEVANCE REDRESSAL

11.1 Code of Conduct

a) International Students shall adhere to NICHE’s Code of Conduct, anti-ragging
provisions, sexual harassment prevention policies, IT use policy, and all other
institutional rules applicable to students.

b) Any misconduct, including violation of campus rules, academic dishonesty,
harassment, or criminal behaviour, shall be dealt with as per NICHE’s established
disciplinary procedures.

11.2 Grievance Redressal

a) A designated International Student Grievance Redressal Mechanism shall function
under OIR to receive and resolve issues relating to academics, administration, hostel,
or welfare.

b) In case the student is not satisfied with the decision of OIR, he/she may appeal to the
University-level Grievance Redressal Committee / Ombudsman as per NICHE norms.

11.3 Penalties

Penalties for violation of these Regulations may include warning, suspension, withdrawal of
hostel facilities, cancellation of registration, or expulsion, in addition to any action required by
law.
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CHAPTER 12: RESEARCH (Ph.D.) PROGRAMMES

12.1 Applicability of Ph.D. Regulations

International Students admitted to doctoral programmes shall be governed by the UGC Ph.D.
Regulations and NICHE’s Research and Ph.D. Regulations in force from time to time.

12.2 Research Visa and NOC

For Ph.D. admissions, the candidate must possess a valid Research Visa endorsed to NICHE
and, where required, a No Objection Certificate (NOC) from the concerned Government
authority, as per prevailing regulations.

12.3 Supervisor Allocation and Progress Review

Allocation of research supervisors, constitution of Research Advisory Committees, progress

monitoring, and thesis evaluation for International Students shall be conducted in the same
manner as for other research scholars of NICHE.
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